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From Sir James Cornbury’s, Fan, 1. 


Came hither this Morning in 

Expe&tation to hear nothing 

elfe but Mufick and Dancing 

among the Company, for Joy 

that the Widdower was mar- 
ried ; but found our Hall, which one 
would have hop'd to have fen full 
of Mirth and good Humour upon fo 
happy an occafion, crowded with 
difcontented People. They were 
enquiring what made the Old 
Man marry, and who perfwaded 
him toit. It is natural to believe 
eafily what we dread, and a certain 
Rule that they are not Friends toa 
glad Occafion, who fpeak in Preju- 
dice of others for their own Advan- 
tage, When I enter'd the great Par- 
jour, a Child of abour eight Years 
old ran upto me. Sir, faid he, my 
Grandfather has got a new Wife,and 
my Mother wifhes him hang’d for it. 
I tad fcarce got clear of this young 
Complainant, but his Sifter came 


and told me, there was bad News at 


their Houfe to Day. I have got a 
Grandmother forfooth (fays the) and 
my Father tells me it will be the 
worfe forus. This was my firft 
Entertainment, the next Vititors [ 
had were the Bridegroom’s younge{t 
Son and Daughter. If (fay they) we 
have got fo great a Fortune come in- 
to our Famiiy, why have we not an 
account of her Eftate? and why docs 
the require any other Settlementthan 
her own Joynture. We fear the is 
not of that Subftance which fome 
pretend fhe is. After thefe Mour- 
ners had laid open their {everal Grie- 
vances, others of their Relations 
flock’d about me, and made the like 
Complaints. I whifper'd one of my 
Acquaintance in the Ear, Pray, Mae 
dam (faid 1) what can rhis diflatisfy’d 
Company mean by all thefe Mur. 
murings ? She anfwered, they are 
Characters you have not yet perhaps 
obférved in your Converfation a- 
broad’; they are People who live ia 
a Houfe fo genteel, that though the 
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looks upon 
e fufters their 


Mafter of the Famil 
them as Enemies, yet 
Malice becaufe he knows their Im- 

sorency. She was going on in her 


Rese ition when one of the Bride- 


Men thought fit to interpofe. Gen- 
tlemen (faid he) the Marriage you 
arc fo diflatisfied with would be more 
for your Advantage if you made not 
fo great a ftir aboypr it ; bur it is the 
Humour of fome Perfons to level 
their Arguments againft their Parents 
Pléafure. Had this Marriage hap- 
pen’d in many Families, and were 
fuch things acted in their Houfes, 
there would not have been any Re- 
conciliation, all muft either be difin- 
herited or fent a begging. Oneis 
offended at this, and another at that; 
allare fhewing their Refentiments to 
the Merits and Condu& of their 
Benefactors: But (continued he) I 
Jeave the Examination of this Matter, 
and a proper Difcourfe on our Senfe 
of the Publick Occafion, to my 
Friend Sir Heifer, who may let un- 
grateful Children and Relations reft, 
aill he has enquir'd into the Reafon 
of their groundlefs Cenfures, in the 
only Family that faffers with Impu- 
nity, open Violence to be offer’d ro 
their Names and Perfons. I broke 
up the Affembly by telling them, that 
the ancient Man they fo much talk’d 
of, was but Fifty three, and the 
wey Philofophers of old, allowed 
en to Marry at Threcfcore, as 
confidering that under that Age. they 
had not the Gift of Continency.T his 
my Difcourfe put the Company into 
akind of Mutiny, and the Rees 
sainment ertded in much Diforder. 
However, I went into the Bride. 


Chamber, and wifh’d the New-mar- 
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ried Couple much Happinefs be- 
tween themfelves; For I faid, | 





fear’d they would find but litclePeace & 


among their Sons, Daughtets, and 
Grand-Children. 





From Channel-Row, January 2. 

PRide, like the Thunder, pafies 

over Shrubs, and falls upon lof- 
ty Trees; yet when that Vanity is 
allay'd, either by Difgraée or Pover- 
ty, the Scene Changes, and the Ob- 
ject infe&ted with that malignant Di- 
ftemper, may well be compar’d to 
a Courtifan, who in the Flower of 
Youth is fo arrogant by reafon of 
her Beauty, that it isharder to: fe 
her, than to behold the Sun after ix 
has lain hid under a dark Cloud: 
But when fhe is decayed, you may 
do with her what you pleafe; fhe 
drinks every where, and indifferent- 
ly admits the old and young ; fhe 
grows humble and good humour’d, 
and offers her Hand to beg a Favour 
of the meaneft Peafant. An ambi- 
tious Man in Profperity dreams (as 
Lan did) that he fhall be eminent, 
and have a Temple built to his 
Name. There is no Deity among 
the Heathens which wants to be ho- 
nour’d more faithfully than a gay 
Fop; and generally he Fool keeps 
on his Trade as long as it is poffible: 
For when the Wrinkles of Time or 
Misfortunes deprive him of his Gay- 
ity, he betakes himfelf to the Teach- 
ing of Scholars,and manages Intrigues 
by fordid Compliance. 1 think there 
is nothing more defpicable in Nature 
than an infolent Lucifer ftript of his 
Plumes of Vanity, and drefled in the 
Habit of a cringing Beau. This purs 
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f antiquated Soldiers, who, 
b they can no longer bear Arms for 








me in mind of the Srate of bold 


when 


their Prince, are fent upon the Coaft 
toexercife the Militia, or into Hof- 
pitals. Or if you'll have another 
Comparifon, confider the Mule {po- 
ken of by a Greek Hiftorian; the poor 
Animal having done long Service to 
the People of Athens, was at laft ex- 
empted from Labour, with a Per- 
miifion to go and pafture where fhe 
pleafed : But that fhe might not be 
altogether ufelefs fhe went and plac’d 
her Fle before the Waggons, and in 


» fome meafure enourag'd the Beafts of 


Burden that drew them ; for which 
reafon it was ordered, that fhe fhould 
be kept all her Life at the publick 
Charge. Laft Night 1 chanc’d to 
be in Converfation with one of thofe 
fallen Angels, who a while ago foar’d 
high, likethe ftately Eagle, chere 
was no coming at her. But now fhe 
refembles the Harlot, who was at 
firft Concubine to a Prince, then to 
a General, after toa Sailor; and at 
laft to a private Sentinci: Thus we 
fee the Evils of this Town increafe 
daily, and 1 am afraid the many 
Powerful Engincs I have invented 
to fupprefs all vitiated Habits, will 
noc of Force enough to reclaim 
the Age. Some People of late have 
apply’d to me to give my Cenfure 
againft an Enormity publickly pra- 
Etifed called Quibbling. I have feve- 
ral Pieces upon the Stocks, to prove 
that they cannot be ierfons of Re- 
puration, who are guilty of this 
Crime; but the way to mduce it, is 
to Print a Lift of the Names of the 
Clubs kept to carry on the Intrigues 
of Tricking young Heirs outof their 
Eftates,and Virgins of their Fortune, 
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I wave coming to particulars, till I 
fee whether my gentle Hints will be 
of any Force to awaken the Offen- 
ders, or at lealt keep the unwar 

from going into Company whofe 
Praétifes refemble the Delufions of 
Fupiterupon Funr,whohaving left her 
Companions to divert her felf all 
alone,-and at Liberty ; after a long 
Walk, laid her felf down upon the 
Grafs in a folitary Place: apie 

who faw her ia that Pofture, ound 
her fo handfome,that he immediately 
grew in Love with her, put on the 
Shape of a Cuckoo, and raifed an 
extream Cold in the Air: Then all 
trembling and frozen he threw him- 
felf into her Arms, and reaflumed 
his ufual Form. oy very good 
Friends, whomay be ftil’d the Fu- 
piters of our Times, by their Years 
and Wit feem to be Men of Solidity 
and Honefty, but by their Deeds and 
way of Life they appear only to be 
meer Sharpers and Pick-Pockets. 


From Weltminflter Fauuary 2. 


I Have heard cited the Verfe of a 
Tragedy reprefenting a Woman 
who quitted the Spindle and Diftaff, 
to {pend her time in Philofophizing, 
When any Aédtion is but faintly re- 

prefented, it does not fo ftrongl 
produce the Honour or the Horror « 
deferves. Liberty is the Field in 
which every one thinks he hasa 
_—_ cofight. Icannot chufe but 
wilh there were fome fevere Prohg- 
bitions againft this vulgar Notion, 
and it would be well if ic were taught 
like Epiewru’s Atoms, Pythagoras’s 
Numbers, Plato’s Ideas, Ariftotle’s 
Ent clochia | the Fipuses of the 
no body might come 
to 
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te the Knowledge of it, but thofe 
who are capable of underflanding it. 
Je happens that fram the fame blow- 
ers, the wife Man, like the Bee, ga- 
thers Honey ; and the Fool, like the 
Spider, gathers Poifon. Conferences 
upon Liberty are like thofe Battics 
whercia the Victory is not determi- 
ned by the Number of the dead. 
Each Party pretends to come off 
with Advantage. None can ima- 
gine how far the Violence of our 
Defires will carry us towards our 
ownDeccit,in the Purfuit of what we 
with for. I received a Letter this 
Evening which gives me an account 
of a Propet who out-docs the late 
French Pretenders. All his Hearers 
eome to him full of Expectation,and 

ay his own Rat¢s for the Doctrine 
a teaches. A rich Mifer went to 
his Aflembly the other Day, though 
it is not three Months fince his Bro- 
ther died and left hima plentiful E- 
ftate, and with his faithful Man, 
ask’d of him whether he fhouid re- 
ceive any more ten thoufand Pound 
Legacies. ‘The Prophet made a 
Motion with clapping his Hands 
twice upon his Breait. The Mifcer 
defired to know whether he meant 
by his two Motions to reprefent that 
he had one Legacy before-hand, and 
that he fhould have another in Re- 
verfion; or that he intimated he 
fhould have two more. The Pro- 
pher look’d a little grim; upon 
which Fobm pointed to his Matter to 
give another Fee ; and he made him 
underftand that he fhould politively 
have two more far greater than the 
former, but withal faid, his neareft 
Relations would die very fpeedily. 
‘The Mifer with Hands and Eyes 
hifted up in a penfive Mood, order'd 
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Fobm to give him another free Gift, 
Afcer this, all that he had nexet to do 
was tomakea general Vili two his 
Friends, and had who it is that 
fhould prove fo forrunate to, bim, 
There are two Merchants whom he 
takes to be the Mem; they have 
both the appearance of Gentlemen 
of along Lite, though well ftricken 
in Years ; indeed they are inclinable 
enough to do no other good with 
their Cafh than to have it hoarded 
up in Cofiers when they are-gone to 
Relt. One of thefe Old Fellows fails 
through Corndiil every Morning to 
the Eaft-India Houfe, turns again, 
and goes to Exchange-Alicy, When 
he knows the Price of Stocks, he 
comes back again and confults his 
Broker whether he fhall buy or {fell 
any Shares that Day. Ic is a hard 
thing to difcern by the Habic Mea 
of Subftunce; bur Mifers may be 
known by the holding down of the 
Head, the Meagernefs of the Coun- 
tenance, and more cipecially by the 
many waking Nightsthey have after 
the leaft Misfortune of the falling of 
Commodities upon their Hands, or 
a Tenant going off with a Quarter’s 
Rent. However, it is whilper'd a- 
bout, that notwithftanding the Pro- 
phefies of the Prophet to the Mifer 
of his Succefles, he will be trick'd by 
his Man Fohm, who perfwades him 
to marry aCourtezan of the Town, 
under pretence of her being a For- 
tune; fhe'll certainly fucceed if fhe 
is introduc’d ; for nothing fo much 
prevails with covetous Men as the 
talking of vaft Heaps of Treafure. 
They ll fooner believe there is Gold 
hid in Dunghills, than Jewels in Ca- 


binets. 
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